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General Certificate (1,000 words)

A discursive or argumentative essay is required.

You are being required to give reasons and provide evidence for your argument, not simply recount the story.
Key words / instructions

The key words for the General Certificate are:

Assess: - Decide to what extent something is true — using relevant research that considers different sides of
the argument. State how far you agree with the proposition in your conclusion. Examine closely, with a view
to ‘weighing up’ a particular situation. Consider in a balanced way the strengths and weaknesses or points for
and against a proposition. In conclusion, state your judgement clearly.

Explain: - Clarify, interpret, and spell out the material you present, giving reasons for important features or
developments.

Compare: - Describe the main points of similarity and difference between two or more things.
Contrast: - Describe the main points of difference between two or more things.
Do you agree? Take a position on the statement and defend it.

To what extent is? - Give a thorough assessment of the evidence in presenting an argument. Explore
alternative explanations if present. You are expected to argue your case, offering evidence to support your
view(s). It also gives you the opportunity to discuss both weaknesses and strengths for a case.

Social Studies Essay topics (General) with pointers for the students

1. Explain the importance of Magna Carta.

e Note the key word

e Understand the position of a Plantagenet King before Magna Carta

e Examine clauses of Magna Carta

e What changed for the King?

e What changed for the barons?

e What were the immediate outcomes?

e What were the long-term effects to the present day and across the world?

e Whatisits legacy?
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2. Assess the significance of the Battle of Waterloo in 1815.

e  France before Napoleon

e The effects of Napoleon’s reign on France, Russia, and Europe

e The effects of outcome of the Battle of Waterloo on France

e How it affected the balance of power

e How itinfluenced the development of Europe as we know it today

e The development of nation states and world superpowers

3. In the twentieth century, to what extent was the 2" World War caused by the outcome of the 1°t World
War?

e Look at the Treaty of Versailles and the effects of its clauses

e Look at the effect of its clauses on Germany

e  What solutions did Germany seek?

e Look at the actions and responses of other countries post WW1

e Consider other factors not caused by the outcome of WW1

4. s it better for countries to have a Welfare State or a model that requires private health and social care?
Choose two countries with contrasting models to illustrate your answer.

e Identify the services provided by the Welfare State
e Consider the benefits that a Welfare State brings

e Consider the argument against, including its effects temporally and spiritually on individuals
and society

e Don't forget to illustrate with two contrasting example countries

5. Explain the impact of the Dutch East India Company as it relates to a country of your choice.

e Choose your country (e.g. Japan, Taiwan, South Africa, Malaysia, Indonesia, Netherlands, etc.)
e  Consider the state of the country before the Dutch East India Company

e What benefits did it bring?

e What negative impact did it have on the country?

e long-term effects
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6. Explain the impact of climate change on food security.

e Define climate change
e What is a Biblical perspective on climate change? (CMI, AiG)
e Define food security

e Consider the range of impacts (growth of Sahara, flooding, droughts, fires) and how this relates to food

security

e Decide whether or not it does have an impact on food security and to what extent?



